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Evelyn, at age 101, being 
honored at the Playing it 
Forward launch event on 
February 12, 2016. (Pictured 
with one of her daughters.) 

Beginning students at 
LFCS practice playing 

their instruments 
during class. 

Member of Subito 
Chamber Orchestra plays 
the violin for Playing it 
Forward launch event. 
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About the  
Initiative Foundation
Created in 1986, the Initiative Foundation is  

powering possible to help Central Minnesota 

people build and sustain thriving communities. 

The Foundation serves the 14 counties of Central 
Minnesota, providing nonprofit grants, business 
loans, leadership training and an array of donor 
services. We believe that local people have  
the greatest sum of initiative, knowledge and  
relationships to achieve a brighter future. 

Playing it Forward: The Kenneth & Evelyn  
Pinckney Young Musicians’ Fund is a Turn Key 
Partner Fund of the Initiative Foundation. 

About the fund
As an endowed fund, all contributions are  
permanently invested with a portion of the 
 earnings used to support grants in three  
focus areas:

•   Playing it Forward: Supports the purchase  
of instruments for beginning students in  
elementary and middle school music programs.

•   Cadence Music Award: Provides musical  
experiences for young musicians through  
grants to local nonprofits.

•   Play it Again!: Supports the refurbishment  
of used instruments for the use of beginning  
elementary and middle school students.

Grants will primarily be awarded to Little Falls 
Community Schools and Great River Arts.

Music is a  
    Forever Gift.
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Giving options
You can contribute cash, property, stock or funds from your bequest, 
trust or annuities. Consult your financial advisor about what giving 
vehicles would benefit your unique financial situation. 

*Required
Gift amount and timing*

   IMMEDIATE CONTRIBUTION — Please enclose payment or  
complete credit card authorization below.

$___________________ (Total enclosed/authorized amount)

OR

   ANNUAL PLEDGE — I pledge to make future payments.

Please indicate the total amount of your pledge and the dates that you plan to make 

payments. For your convenience, pledge reminders will be mailed to you. 

$___________________ total amount over ______________ years. 

$_____________ annually in __________ (month).

Select payment method*
   Payment enclosed (please make checks to “Initiative Foundation” with 

“Playing it Forward” in the memo line)

   Visa/MasterCard authorization
 Card #______________________________________________________  
 Exp. date  ______________________  Security code  ____________

Online donations can be made at ifound.org

Donor information*
This donation is from:    Organization    Individual
Name of donor/organization* _________________________________
Organization representative __________________________________
Address* ______________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP* _________________________________________________
Phone* ________________________________________________________
E-Mail _________________________________________________________

   My employer matches my donations.  
Employer name  ___________________________________________

  Anonymous

Signature* ____________________________Date* ___________________

Please mail this completed form to:  
Initiative Foundation ATTN: Playing it Forward 
405 First Street SE  |  Little Falls, MN 56345  |  (320) 632-9255  
ifound.org

As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, your Initiative Foundation 
contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The 
Foundation owns and manages financial contributions for the  
Playing it Forward: Kenneth & Evelyn Pinckney Young Musicians’ 
Fund. No goods or services will be exchanged for your gift.

Thank you for supporting young musicians  
in Little Falls!

THE VISION 

Inspire young children to play  
a musical instrument

Remove financial barriers and make it  
possible for every child to join the band. 

Create a community that promotes the 
growth of young musicians

You can help! 
You can make a lasting contribution to young  
musicians in Little Falls through a variety of tax- 
deductible gifts. Contributions will be permanently  
invested, generating dollars that will be used to 
make grants back to the school or local nonprofits 
inspiring young musicians for years to come. 
 
Discuss the possibilities with your financial 
advisor or attorney. For more information about 
the types of gifts accepted or the impact you can 
make, please contact the Initiative Foundation. 

Ken & Evelyn
Kenneth Pinckney began playing in dance  
bands at the age of 12. During the Big Band Era, 
he traveled with the Orvis Orioles for two years 
to earn enough money to attend Mankato  
Teachers College, graduating in 1938. Ken  
accepted the position of the Little Falls Public 
Schools instrumental music director in 1939, 
teaching everything from piccolo to tuba.  
By 1976, when he retired, there were three  
instrumental instructors serving grades 4-12 
with Ken devoting his time to the elementary 
school instrumental programs. 

Although Ken’s primary instruments were  
saxophone and clarinet, he was an accomplished 
flute and piccolo player. His students will recall 
that he could play any instrument handed to him 
and flawlessly called out fingerings to players 
from his podium.

Mr. Pinckney was respected and loved by 
thousands of students, especially the young 
beginners whom he adored. In addition to his 
legacy of teaching students to play, Ken’s gift to 
his community is our school song, “Hail to our 
Colors.” This song, which he composed and  
orchestrated almost 80 years ago, is still sung 
with great pride today.

Ken and his wife Evelyn, an elementary school 
teacher, instilled a love of music and learning 
in their three children. Evelyn long supported 
Ken’s belief that “Every child who wants to play 
an instrument should have the opportunity  
to do so.”

From left to right: Jill Moore, Great River Arts, Celo V’ec, Subito Chamber Orchestra, 
Kathy Gaalswyk, Initiative Foundation

BROCHURE_TurnKey_Pinckney_FINAL.indd   2 3/3/16   4:39 PM


